THE   TSAR
ily this room is visited, as by an evil spirit, viteh» the right hand of Nicolai Nicholae-vitch, the brutal Grand D^ke, trie Tsar's uncle; Sazonov comes only once a week. This afternoon, the afternoon or the 30th., he stands before the Tsar and reads the new telegram from the German Kaiser. If Russia mobilises against ^Xistria he cannot mediate. Sazonov replaces the telegram on the writing-table.
"We c&n no longer avoid war. Germany is obviously withdrawing from her rSle as mediator, and is only trying to gain time. In these circumstances I do not think that Tour Majesty ought to hesitate longer to issue the order for general mobilisation S>
The Tsar, pale and with hesitating voice: "Think of the responsibility which JT take on myself if I follow your advice! Remember that it is a question of sending thousands and thousands of men to their deaths!'1''
"Neither Tour Majesty** conscience nor mine 'will ha*ve anything to answer for if ivar breaks out. Tour Majesty and your Government 'will ha*ue done everything conceivable to spare the ivorld this frightful ordeal. From noiv on we must think of the security of the ILm-pire. The war vw-ll be breaking out at the hour which Germany has fixed!"
The IVlinister took "a good hour" to convince him.
Finally the Tsar said in a firm voice: "Well then, Sergius jbimitrievitch, telephone to the Chief of the General Staff thezf I give the order for general mobilisation."
Sazonov bows, goes to trie telephone in the antechamber, and passes the order to Yamishkyevitch. Then the Tsar signs the ukase for the Senate. The Chief of the General Staff, who foresees that his Imperial master will want to revoke his decision the second time, remains inaccessible for the rest of trie day, by agreement with Sazonov. At the same time the two arrange for the sequence of the mobilisations to be confused, and a false version sent to Paris and London,
*
141deep work of mobilisation, hears the voice of his
